422
AMERICAN  HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.
of his death more than a hundred, and almost as often pressed me to allow him to send me one or a pair. More than a year before this occurrence, in answer to one of these requests, I told him that I had taken to severe horseback exercise and that if he would send me a good saddle horse I might accept it, but I heard no more of the matter, until the morning referred to in the above extract when I was awakened by my servant with the information that a man was at the door with a horse for me from Mr. Randolph. When I came down I found his man Johnny—the successor of Juba,—with a letter from Judge Leigh1, Randolph's friend and agent, informing me* that he had received instruction from Mr. Randolph from London, to send me one of his five year old colts, which he had done. Having had no communication with him since his confidential letter to the President I was not a little irritated by this additional complication in our relations, and directing Johnny to be taken care of until I might have time to decide upon my proper course, I walked over to the President and stated the case to him, proposing to return the horse to Judge Leigh with a kind noto to the effect that I could not consent under existing circumstances to receive the animal. Referring to Randolph's letter to him I said that altho' I had, on public accounts, concluded that it was best to take no notice of his conduct as it related to me personally, and in reality felt no ill will towards him, I could not think of accepting a present from. him. Perceiving I suppose- my excitement, he talked earnestly upon the matter and with his usual good sense. He thought I attached too much importance to it—saying that I had done right in regarding what had been written in the letter to him as the splenetic effusion of a man suffering under mental and bodily disease, whose future conduct might render a cessation 'of personal intercourse unavoidable but that it would not be. wise to precipitate such a result as I certainly would do by refusing to accept a present from him. He finally advised me to write a proper note to Judge Leigh—to put the horse in my stable and to trouble myself no further about it; part of which 1 did and all of which I tried to do. The General wrote a friendly letter to Randolph in answer to one he had recently received from him, in which he expressed a kind concern for my welfare, and in forwarding the reply thro' the Department I took the occasion to thank him for both the horse and the good wishes.
When I met Mr. McLane at New York—he being on his return from and I on my way to England—he gave me a lively description of Randolph's enmity and of his severe speeches against me in London and prognosticated much trouble in my future relations with him. As he drew to a close I placed in his hand the follow-
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